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2. Spring programme (10/01/2011 – 04/04/2011) 
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3. 10th January  
Group night at HQ 

Leaders present: 
Louise Slee, 
Steve Hanks, 
Marie Brimelow, 
John Cummins, 
Paul Calleja-Gera, 
Mark Collins (part time), 

 
Number of Scouts: 
 
Firstly a gentle reminder that Subs are now due for the spring term 
 SUBS ARE NOW DUE FOR THIS TERM - £30  
 
Activities: 

·  Presentation by Louise on forthcoming Activities, PL's briefed on duties and 
requested to nominate APL's, Knot of the week mentioned – next weeks to be 
Clove Hitch, mentioned that next week we will also look at dress code starting 
with the Necker. 

·  Steve gave a short talk to encourage some of the scouts to take part in the 
Cotswold marathon; we have approximately 12 scouts over 12 years of age 
who could take part, so hopefully get two teams. 

·  Mark mentioned the District cooking competition, collected names of those 
who would like to take part. 

·  Marie gave out info pack for the Polar camp weekend 
 
Knot of the week: GLOVE HITCH, how many can do it? 

 
 
Games  

·  Crab football, troop split into four teams 
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4. 15th January – Cooking competition practice  
15:30 hours: District cooking competition practise organised by Mark Collins 

Following is an extract from Mark's Email to parents of the scouts in the two 
teams that were selected. 
Team 1 - Harriet, Aled, Connor and Joseph  - starter fresh fruit and mint vinaigrette 
or a vegetable soup, main - a take or adaptation on  a pork (Gloucester Old 
Spot) stroganoff perhaps, pudding: mini cheese cakes (if there's a way of cooling the 
puddings) or pudding involving apples - theme to be decided  
 
Team 2 - Henry H, Ewan, Henry R and Billy  - theme possibly four Seasons: starter 
perhaps  a butternut soup using locally grown butternuts. Main: (Winter) Gloucester 
Old Spot Sausage Casserole, Pudding: (Autumn) Evesham apples with crushed 
biscuits and maybe custard, Drink: (summer) Non-alcoholic fruit punch. 
 

The food proposed above is a good starting position for tomorrow; we can 
change and adapt but perhaps see how it goes  
At tomorrow's practice we can discuss things a bit more and how we take each of 
the teams meals, prep, presentations, timings etc forward. It would be good if there 
was an opportunity for a practice perhaps in an evening in the week before the 
competition.  
All help gratefully received - for getting food and prep can parents liaise in their 
scout's teams but where we as parents can help all the scouts generally that would 
be great as we are all in this together.  
Hope this will do for now, apologies for the rush but hopefully we can liaise and get 
some prelim food for tomorrow - I suggest the main course is key but with perhaps 
either a starter or pudding - if we can get all three courses great but this is the first 
go!!  
Let me know how we are with the food liaison - see you tomorrow at 1500 hrs (may 
be there earlier to start setting up)  
Any queries then please contact me  
Good luck and thanks for your help and support  
All the best  
Mark  
Mark Collins 
Assistant Scout Leader 
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·  Feedback from Mark, following the practise cooking session: 15/01/2011 @ 

22.07 
Hi All,  
Wow! What a great afternoon, really good seeing everyone getting stuck in and 
enjoying them. We're off to a really good start, still lots of work to put in but we have a 
really good foundation for two strong teams chasing the title.  
I was so impressed with everyone, well done!  
Thanks to you all for putting the time and effort in but a really big thank you to Anona, 
Ruth and Sally for their help and support in getting the food and scouts sorted, very 
much appreciated.  
Thanks Paul and Alison for your help and support today, again very much 
appreciated  
Paul, got your e-mail regarding availability of the hall for Thursday 27th, that's great 
news, thanks. I think Henry H can't get there until say 1815hrs but we could go for 
say 1800 hrs for everyone else so we can start getting the tables and cookers etc set 
up ready, perhaps but we can agree this nearer the time.  
We'll catch up soon but perhaps take stock (excuse the pun!) of what we've done 
today.  
E-mails as we have already discussed to follow  
Thanks again  
Kind regards  
Mark 
 

·  Next practice session Thursday 27th January, three before the actual district 
competition so hopefully everything should be fresh in their minds! 

 
 - Notes for preparation of practise Night, 
 
 
 
 
Hi All  
Just catching up on where we all are with the prep for the cooking practice on Thursday night 
and the actual competition on Saturday.  
Ruth, Anona, Andrew, Sean - how's the prep for team Henry, Henry, Ewan and Billy - have 
you all managed to liaise ok and are you all fairly content with the preps for Thursday and 
Saturday - is there help needed on anything?   
Anona, Sally, Sean and...me! how's the prep for team  Aled, Harriet, Jo and Connor -sounds 
like things are coming together!! I'm still getting the timings together but hope to send a draft 
through tonight - probably will need some amendments/tinkering with but can be used as a 
base - comments welcome when you eventually receive it. Any other help needed. Harriet 
practicing the pudding at this moment - menu also being prepared.  
Would be helpful to bring along tea towels, washing up liquid, scourers etc if these aren't 
already thought of with all the rest of the kitchens we're all bringing!! Chopping boards - need 
to make sure we use the right one's for meat, veg etc - in Shurdingtons kitchen there is a list of 
what colour is used for what.  
So a gentle reminder of some general areas for the scouts to think of  
setting/dressing the table - table cloth, place matts, cutlery, plates, bowls, dishes, jugs, 
drinking vessels - glasses -CENTREPIECE 
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It is helpful for the scouts for the ingredients to have been weighed out before and put in 
plastic bags or better plastic containers/Tupperware 
Utensils - particularly sharp knives - sharpener? 
Matches 
Timings/Team work/ washing up and tidying - good working practices - use the bin as when 
necessary - don't leave putting things away until end - clear up as you go along 
Use the right chopping boards 
Keep and eye on the clock - but also be patient! 
No arguing or shouting 
Wait for the judges before eating - do not eat before the judges have seen your table, 
presentation etc and tasted the food   
Thursday night practice meeting time 6pm at Shurdington (Henry H I know 6.15 because of 
school) -I guess we'll be there for a couple of hours or so - a full dress rehearsal!! Without the 
dresses - no need for uniforms though but these will be needed on the day - cleaned and 
pressed if possible!!  
Saturday - 0930/0945 hrs at Shurdington hall- to give us all time to get ready (competition 
starts prompt at 1030 hrs so we need to have all the food, utensils, and our general cooking 
areas set ready before this as there will also be a talk/intro to the scouts before this)  
Can you let me know?  
Many thanks  
Kind regards  
Mark  
Mark Collins 
ASL 15th Cheltenham 
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5. 17th January  
Group night at HQ 

Leaders present; 
Louise Slee 
Steve Hanks (part time) 
Marie Brimelow 
John Cummins 
Paul Calleja-Gera 
Mark Collins  
 
Number of Scouts: 25 
 
Chaotic group night, organizing kit for 2 x teams entering the cooking competition, 
Sorting and packing kit in trailer for Polar camp, checking items for trading post 
games which is being held in two weeks 
 
Activities: 

·  Louise sat down with the new PL's and discussed who they wanted as their 
APL, these were announced to all at the end of the evening and badges were 
presented  

Patrol  PL  APL 
Cobra  Joseph B Alex K 
Raven  Adam C Henry H 
Bulldog Robin T Sam H 
Tiger  Ewan Mc Harriet C 
 
 

·  John, with the help of several scouts sorted the box of trading post kit and 
attempted to list out items that we need in readiness of the district event. 

·  Marie organized the kit for polar camp. Four scouts got together what suitable 
food they could find in the store that we could consume at camp, as Marie has 
already prepared a menu the next stage will be to purchase the reaming food. 
Basic camp kit was sorted and loaded into the trailer ready for transfer to the 
min-bus on Friday, high-viz for the hike on Friday night, Chairs for the leaders 
to relax in ! Pots and pans for Friday night's soup and Sunday fry-up. Box with 
cleaning kit bleach toilet cleaner teas towels etc. 

·  Paul, oversaw the general mayhem and collected money due for subs. 
·  Steve, came late and generally helped collate the kit for camp. 
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6. 21-23rd January – POLAR CAMP  

 
The first camp of Shurdington's scouting year, a weekend full of activities. 

This has become an annual camp at the Scout centre @ Youlbury near Oxford 
and is now in its Ninth year.  
2011 camp organised by Marie, with assistance from Steve and Louise 
 
Total attendance of 36 scouts and leaders  

Leaders present; 
Louise Slee 
Steve Hanks (part time, - Friday evening through to10pm Saturday) 
Marie Brimelow 
Mark Collins  
Ashley (SL- Swindon village) 
Shane (SL - Swindon village) 
 

 
Bus ride into Oxford, 
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Waiting for a go on the High wire. 
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Chinese / Indian / Thai buffet meal at "First floor" restaurant 

 
 
leaders enjoying the Buffet meal 
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7. 24th January – District trading post  
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Trading post – what's involved  
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Trading Post @ Shurdington Scouts - Inter – District event,  
 

Shurdington Leaders present; 
Louise Slee 
Marie Brimelow 
John Cummins 
Paul Calleja-Gera 
Steve Hanks – Absent away in Switzerland with Work 
 
Shurdington scouts present: 25 
 
Other group represented 
Swindon village: 
 
 
 
 
15th Cheltenham organised the event with an open initiation to all Cheltenham district 
groups to send teams along, the only stipulation was to advise number of teams 
beforehand and at least one adult per team to help. 
 
The object of the challenge is for teams of scouts to form a trading company, buy 
articles from a provisions shop set up in the hall, produce something from what they 
purchase and sell it back at a profit! 
 This could be a lump of play dough for example to turn into a sculpture, bread 
and butter and cheese to make an edible sandwich, or a morse key to send a 
distress signal and lots more.. 
 
Winning team – 
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Examples of some of the activities the scouts took part in, 
 

 
 
 
Is that Marie tasting the sandwiches ? 
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Cooking on trangia's 
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Would you trust a scout to wire a Plug ? 

 
 
our next Wallace and Grommet plasticene creater…… 

 
 



15th Cheltenham (Shurdington) Scouts 

Page 25 of 115 

8. 29th January - District Cooking competition  
The district cooking competition is first of three competitions held in the region, the 
winning of the Cheltenham district event goes forward to represent Cheltenham at 
the county event, and finally the winners of the county event go forward to Regional 
event, BBC master chef hasn't seen anything yet 

From within the Cheltenham district, 12  teams were entered. 
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SCOUTS - DISTRICT COOKING COMPETITION (extract from flyer) 
Many congratulation to all 12 teams who took part on 29th February. As well as 
having a record number of teams entering, this year’s District contest was an even 
higher standard than before. 
The theme was ‘Local’, and Troops took themes including: Cheltenham Races, 
Cheese rolling and Gustav Holst to produce some beautiful menus and table settings.  
The food was excellent too: trout pate, caramelised apple cheesecake and lamb stew 
with dumplings (all made during the contest) were some of the highlights. 
Pat and I were impressed with all the teams, but the final results were: 
1st, and Best Dessert: Shurdington Team 2   (434points) 
2nd : Bethesda      (403 points) 
3rd  : College Team 1     (397 points) 
4th : Shurdington team 1     (395 points) 
5th: 41st Team A      (393 points)   
Also entered 
41st Team B,  
Leckhampton 1 & 2,  
Highbury,  
All Saints,  
Swindon Village,  
College team 2.  
 
Shurdington and Bethesda will go on to represent us in the County competition on 
20th February. 
Many thanks also to the Leaders and parents for all the hard work they put in both in 
coaching the teams and in keeping things running smoothly on the day. Photos 
canbe seen on www.shurdington.org/Scouts, courtesy of Paul Callega-Gera. 

Chris Langham  
ADC Scouts 

chris.langhamz@btinternet.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I was delighted to be asked once again to judge the District Cooking Competition 
which took place on Saturday 29th January.  Twelve teams entered and the 
competition was fierce.  Some extremely good meals were produced and judging 
was quite difficult.  Congratulations to Shurdington who came first overall and first 
with their pudding.  Also congratulations to all the teams who took part.  Well done 
everyone.   Many thanks to Chris Langham for her excellent organisation and also 
thanks to her team of helpers. 

Pat 
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The winning team … yes on home ground  ; 15th Cheltenham (Shurdington) Scouts. 
 
 
thoughts from our coach – Mark Collins ASL 
Hi All 
  
Saturday seems so far away now but what a fantastic achievement by ALL the 
scouts. I was really proud of them. They all got stuck in and worked extremely hard in 
their teams, they behaved extremely well and were great ambassadors for 
Shurdington and the wider scouting community. 
  
From where we were just two weeks before they all moved forward leaps and bounds 
and then to reach such high standards in what was a very high standard competition 
was just superb. The standard of cooking was higher than last year so they all did  
brilliantly. 
  
Of course the scouts wouldn't have got to this stage without the help and support of 
the parents and I wish to pass on my thanks to you all for making this happen. I know 
it was an intense two weeks especially with the Polar camp in between but your 
efforts were hopefully well rewarded by the scouts in their keenness, focus and  
enthusiasm shown throughout. 
  
Perhaps they might offer to cook the occasional meal at home!! 
 Again, well done to all, and many thanks 
  
Kind  regards 
 Mark  
*************************************************************** 
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9. 31st January  
Group night at HQ 

Leaders present: 
Louise Slee, 
Steve Hanks – Away 
Marie Brimelow, 
John Cummins, 
Paul Calleja-Gera, 
Mark Collins, 

 
Number of Scouts: xx  
 
Knot of the week: Reef Knot, how many can do it? 
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10. 5-6th February District PL camp  
Organized by Cheltenham district primarily for PL or APL's from each scout group, to 
enable older scouts to learn and appreciate more things such as leadership skills 
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11. 7th February – Chinese New Year  
Group night at HQ, with a Pancake roll challenge 

Leaders present: 
Louise Slee, 
Steve Hanks – Away 
Marie Brimelow, 
John Cummins, 
Paul Calleja-Gera, 
Mark Collins, 

 
Number of Scouts: xx  
 
Knot of the week: Bowline, how many can do it? 
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12. 12th February – Cotswold Marathon  
See: http://www.btinternet.com/~r.large/marathon/marathon.htm 
The Cotswold marathon consists three night hikes starting from the Gloucester HQ at 
Tuffley road at approximately 17:00, Bronze – 12 miles, Silver – 18 Miles and Gold – 
36 miles. 

Three scouts have come forward and wish to take part in this hike, and 
hopefully all including there adult companion ASL Steve Hanks will complete the 
bronze distance of 12 miles. 

Joseph Berry, Adam Connole, Henry Redman, also accompanied by Dan 
Fenley of Hatherley scouts 
We started and 17.27 and finished at Birdlip at 23.21, a great event, enjoyed by all. 
 

 
Steve and the scouts before setting off from Murray hall.. 

 
A well deserved break at Checkpoint 5 (Brockworth) 
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> Email sent to parents of scouts who took part in the Cotswold marathon 
Hi, All  
I would like to take this opportunity to say a big WELL DONE to  the scouts who took 
part last night, it was a pleasure to  accompany you.  
 
yes we all have a few  aches and pains this morning, but we can all feel proud that 
we achieved the  Bronze, 12 mile hike.  
 
Attached are a couple of photos firstly at the start and the second at checkpoint 4, a 
well deserved break !  
 
Steve Hanks   
ASL  15th Cheltenham Scouts  
Shurdington  
________________________________________________ 
 
Hear hear. Very proud of you all and sorry I couldn't visit you.  
 
Paul CG 
15Th Cheltenham 
_________________________________________________ 
 
 
Steve 
 Thanks for giving up your Saturday evening to take Adam on the hike. He's tired 
today but has a great sense of achievement. 
  
Liz connole 
____________________________________________________ 
 
 
Hi Steve 
Thanks for letting Daniel join in with the hike. He had a brilliant time. 
 
Kind regards. 
 
Donna Fenley 
 
 
 



15th Cheltenham (Shurdington) Scouts 

Page 37 of 115 

13. 14 February – PL leaders night  
Leaders present: 

Louise Slee, - Away 
Steve Hanks, - Away 
Marie Brimelow, 
John Cummins, 
Paul Calleja-Gera, 
Mark Collins, 

 
Number of Scouts: xx  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



15th Cheltenham (Shurdington) Scouts 

Page 38 of 115 

14. 20th February – County Cooking Competition  
Cheltenham district represented by the top two teams from the Cheltenham district 
competition, 15th Cheltenham (Shurdington) Scouts and 2nd Bethesda. 
Winners  = Cam Scouts (666 points) –  
2nd  = Shurdington Scouts (664 points) 
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15th Cheltenham winning Team, taking second place 

 
 
The winning team from Cam. 

 
 
These two teams now go forward to the regional cooking competition.
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Subject: District Cooking Competition. 
Hi all, 
 Well done all of you, Scouts, parents and  Mark for the high standard shown at today's event. Shows 
your enthusiasm  and good preparation. 

The whole object of these competitions is to take  part, plan well, work as a team, enjoy what 
you  do, learn something along the way, and show what you are really  worth. 
  You achieved all this today, and in your last two  week's preparation at home and at Scouts.   
Winning is a bonus, and congratulations to you all  for achieving what you did. This our 3rd 
winning year in succession -  County competition next! 

I am, like everyone around you, very proud of you  all.   
 Lots of photos on website. 
  
Paul 
 Paul Calleja-Gera 
Group Scout Leader 
_______________________________________________________ 
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15. 28th February – Founders Day  
Group night at HQ, Founders day celebrations and scout laws, 

Leaders present: 
Louise Slee, 
Steve Hanks, - Away 
Marie Brimelow, 
John Cummins, 
Paul Calleja-Gera, 
Mark Collins, 

 
Number of Scouts: xx  
 
Knot of the week: SHEEP SHANK, how many can do it ?, SHEEPSHANK is often 
used to shorten ropes 
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16. 7th March – Pancake Day  
Group night at HQ, with a Pancake night, fundraiser for scout HQ extension, 

Leaders present: 
Louise Slee, 
Steve Hanks, 
Marie Brimelow, - absent 
John Cummins, - absent 
Paul Calleja-Gera, 
Mark Collins, - absent 

 
Number of Scouts: 21 
 
Knot of the week: FIQURE OF EIGHT, how many can do it? 
 
The plan was to set up cookers and get the Scouts to make and cook Pancakes; 
unfortunately we could not find the spanner to attach the regulators to gas bottles. so 
with the help of one of the parents they took it in turns to cook some in the small 
kitchen. 
 
Steve - Presented badges and certificates following the Cotswold Marathon 
 - Gave a short power-point presentation on Malvern Challenge 
 
Scouts cooking pancakes in the kitchen 
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17. 13th March – Air rifle competition   
Gloucestershire County Scouts  - Air Rifle Shooting  Competition - March 2011 

Held at Pates Grammar school, Cheltenham 
With Thanks to Nigel Woodall for use of their Rifle Range 
Martin Peake for providing Rifles, Targets Pellets and ancillaries 
Event organisers Paddy Langham and Paul Calleja-Gera  
 
The organisers: 

 
 
Shurdington team: 
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 18. 14th March- Patrol challenges  
Group night at HQ, with Patrol challenges 

Leaders present: 
Louise Slee, 
Steve Hanks, 
Marie Brimelow, 
John Cummins, 
Paul Calleja-Gera, 
Mark Collins, - Absent 

 
Number of Scouts: 21 
Knot of the week: SHEET BEND, how many can do it? 
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·  Burn the string with candle on end of bamboo sticks 

 
 

 
Map reading and on the side tables, making a cup of tea using night-lite candles 
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19. 20st March – SW Cooking competition  
S W of England Regional Scouts 

COOKING COMPETITION - MARCH 2011 
Held at Shurdington Social Centre  - Organised by Christine Langham and team. 

Results and Points gained available - scouts @ shurdington.org 
JUDGES: 

Robin Dudley, Head Chef Greenway Hotel & Keith Trinder of Tommy's Catering 
Scout Troops Taking Part ::  
BERKSHIRE - 1st Woosehill - 13th Maindenhead 
DEVON - Beer Scouts 
DORSET - 6th Christchurch (Bransgore) - Bere Regis 
GLOUCESTERSHIRE - 1st Cam - 15th Cheltenham 
HERTFORDSHIRE - 6th Welwyn Garden City - 2nd Ware 
HAMPSHIRE - 1st Chineham 
SOMERSET - 2nd South Petherton - Wessex (Yeovil) 
WILTSHIRE - Vale of Pewsey - 1st Eanborough 
   
1st Place - 2nd Ware - Hertfordshire - 393 points 
2nd Place - 15th Cheltenham (SHURDINGTON) - Gloucestershire - 374 points 
3rd Place - 1st Beer - Devon - 370 points 
 

 
 
2nd place – 15th Cheltenham (Shurdington) scouts. 
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Judging !! 
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20. 21st March – Survival skills / Bushcraft  
Group night at HQ, - Survival Skills  / Bushcraft                            

Leaders present: 
Louise Slee, 
Steve Hanks, 
Marie Brimelow, swapped with Highbury scout group 
John Cummins, 
Paul Calleja-Gera, 
Mark Collins, 
Andy Sargeant from Highbury scout group to assist with Bushcraft skills 

 
Number of Scouts: xx  
 
Knot of the week: ROUND TURN & TWO HALF HITCHES, how many can do it? 

 
 
Survival – Bushcraft skills evening, preparing and cooking fresh fish, and making tent 
pegs. 

·  Gutting fresh fish before cooking on an open fire 
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·  Knife skills – Cutting wood and producing small tent pegs 
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21. 28th March – Patrol challenges  
Group night at HQ, - Patrol challenges 

Leaders present: 
Louise Slee, 
Steve Hanks, 
Marie Brimelow, 
John Cummins, 
Paul Calleja-Gera, 
Mark Collins, 

 
Number of Scouts: xx  
 
Knot of the week: TIMBER HITCH, how many can do it? 
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22. 4th April – Games & Easter egg hunt  
Group night at HQ, - Games, Ester egg hunt & presentation of Patrol cup 

Leaders present: 
Louise Slee, 
Steve Hanks, 
Marie Brimelow, 
John Cummins, 
Paul Calleja-Gera, 
Mark Collins, - absent 

 
Number of Scouts: xx  
 
Knot of the week: HIGHWAYMANS HITCH how many can do it? 
 
A mixed group evening with several fun activities. 

A mini Easter egg hunt out in the garden, using a metal detector to locate the 
eggs hidden in the grass, (organised by Paul with his metal detector) 

Games indoors, shine & touch the bollard 
 
 
A game of shine – scouts hiding behind objects and then lights are switched 

off and one scout with a torch at one end of the hall tries to spot them coming 
towards him with only the light from a torch. 
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Finishing the evening with an Investiture of four new Scouts around the camp fire 
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Investiture of four new scouts ; 
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23. Summer newsletter  
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24. 17th April – Palm Sunday parade  
(extract from website 
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25. 25th April – St.Georges Day  parade – Cheltenham 
district event 

 

St  
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George's Day Parade 
Emmanuel Church, Cheltenham - April 2011 

Parade marched with colours from Naunton Park 
Service taken by the Rev. Jacqueline 

Rodwell
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BOB LYLE'S TROPHY 2011 
Winners Shurdington Scout Troop 

- Most Active Troop in Cheltenham - 

 
Well Done Troop and all Troop Leaders 

Trophy presented at this year's St George's Day Par ade 
At Emmanuel Church.  
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26. 9th May – Games evening  
Group night at HQ, - Various Games,  

Leaders present: 
Louise Slee, - Absent 
Steve Hanks, - Absent 
Marie Brimelow, - Absent 
John Cummins, 
Paul Calleja-Gera, 
Mark Collins, -  

 
Number of Scouts: xx  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

27. 16th  May – Maps and Navigation  
Group night at HQ, -  

Leaders present: 
Louise Slee, 
Steve Hanks,  
Marie Brimelow,  
John Cummins, 
Paul Calleja-Gera, 
Mark Collins, -  

 
Number of Scouts: 24 
 
Scouts were split into groups according to how they felt they perceived there skills at 
map reading and navigation of maps. 
 
They then covered such topics as    

·  Contour lines,  
·  Grid references 
·  Compasses 
·  Grid lines 
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28. 23rd May – Tents / Dining shelters / Knots / First aid  
Group night at HQ, -  

Leaders present: 
Louise Slee, 
Steve Hanks,  
Marie Brimelow,  
John Cummins, 
Paul Calleja-Gera, 
Mark Collins, -  

 
 
 
 

29. 6th  June – Hike and Tree recognition  
Group night at HQ, -  

Leaders present: 
Louise Slee, 
Steve Hanks,  
Marie Brimelow,  
John Cummins, 
Paul Calleja-Gera, 
Mark Collins, -  

Number of Scouts: 24 
 
 
 

30. 13th  June – Shelter building  
Group night at HQ, -  

Leaders present: 
Louise Slee, 
Steve Hanks,  
Marie Brimelow,  
John Cummins, 
Paul Calleja-Gera, 
Mark Collins, -  

Number of Scouts: 24 
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31. 20th  June – Jamboree theme evening (WSJ & Haarlem)  
/ Rifle shooting  
Group night at HQ, -  

Leaders present: 
Louise Slee, 
Steve Hanks,  
Marie Brimelow,  
John Cummins, 
Paul Calleja-Gera, 
Mark Collins, -  

Number of Scouts: 24 
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32. 24th – 26th June – Malvern Challenge camp  

 
Information leaflet given out to scouts & parents at beginning of March 2011 
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Malvern challenge camp 
Attended by 14 scouts, (10 x boys & 4 x Girls) with the support of scout leaders : 
Steve Hanks, Marie Brimelow and Mark Collins. 
 
Scouts : Corinne, Saki, Jenny, Aled, Ewen, Joe, Sam, Adam, Mathew, Ben, Andrew, 
Luke, Henry, Harriet 
 
Three teams entered  
Malvern team – MA,  
and two teams for the Cotswold challenge 
Cotswold team CA 
Cotswold team CB 
 
 
Results 
 
MA –  134 out of 462 
CA –  158 out of 173 
CB –  142 out of  173 
 
A great weekend enjoyed by ALL ! 
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15th Cheltenham (Shurdington) Scouts 

Page 70 of 115 

33. 27th  June – Walk onto Shurdington hill  
Tree recognition with expert assistance from John Cummins 
 
Group night at HQ, -  

Leaders present: 
Louise Slee, 
Steve Hanks,  
Marie Brimelow,  
John Cummins, 
Paul Calleja-Gera, 
Mark Collins, -  

Number of Scouts: 24 
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34. 2nd July – Sun Run – Check point 2.  

 
 

Shurdington Scout group annual event of manning Check point of this great night 
hike, 
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35. 4th  July – Water activities at SCOEC, Nr Cirencester  
Group night at SCOEC, South Cerney Outdoor Education Centre 
Leaders present: 

Steve Hanks,  
Marie Brimelow,  

Number of Scouts: 21 
 

 
 
An opportunity for scouts to try their hand at either Kayaking, windsurfing or sailing. 
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Marie showing how it's done  . . . . . . . . . . . (before failing off) 
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A dry run practice first ! 
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36. 11th  July – Sports activities at Prince of Wales Stadi um 
Leaders present: 

Louise Slee, 
Steve Hanks,  
Marie Brimelow,  
Mark Collins, -  

Number of Scouts: 12 
 
 

Meeting at the Leisure Centre , Cheltenham - Tommy Taylors Lane 
Parents please note: 

a) Swimming - 7pm to 8pm - Deep End so ONLY CONFIDE NT Swimmers to take 
part. 

b) Chill time / Sports Quiz for the others 
c) Badminton Tournament 8pm to 9pm 

£5 for the evening - Please bring cash with you to take part !  
 
 
 

  
Messing around in the Diving pool ! 
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Swan dive !!!!!! 
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And then Badminton ! 

 
 

 
 

 
A fun evening enjoyed by all . 
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37. 18th July – Water party evening @ Cranham  
 
End of year water party night at the Grove Cranham, with Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and 
explorers. +plus to supervise their younger ones.  

Leaders present: 
Louise Slee, 
Steve Hanks,  
Marie Brimelow,  
John Cummins,  
Paul Calleja-Gera, 

WATER PARTY @ CRANHAM  
~ Uniform NOT Necessary ~ 

Monday 18th July 2011 
Fun Evening 6pm to 8pm 

Water fun, free run around evening, bbq 

A fun evening with the young Scouts, Cubs Beavers and even Explorers an 
opportunity to use their water pistols however big and small and have fun in the 
stream. Whilst the Scouts leaders cooked sausages for Hot dogs to be served up 
later in the evening. 
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Scouts, Cubs and some Beavers having fun in the stream ! 
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The best BBQ chefs 
 

 
 
Marie…….. eyeing up the sausages 
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Summer Break  
 
 
End of summer term, 
 Scouts restarts in September. !!!!!!!!! 
 
 
 
 
During the Summer break  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
 
Harlem Jamboree 2011 

·  Marie attended the Harlem Jamboree,  
o with four of our Shurdington Scouts. 

 
 
 
 
Word Jamboree in Sweden 

·  Louise attended the Word Jamboree in Sweden. 
o together with former troop members, Alice King, Hannah Gamble 

 
During the world jamboree John Cummins also made contact via radio. 
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38. September, - Group Newsletter  
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39. Autumn Programme  
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40. 5th September, - Group Night at HQ  
 

 
 
First night back for new Autumn term 
 

Leaders present: 
Louise Slee, 
Steve Hanks,  - Absent 
Marie Brimelow,  
John Cummins, 
Paul Calleja-Gera, 
 
 
 

Catch up evening, 
·  Tidying stores 
·  Packing away kit from Harleem camp 
·  Discuss problem 
·  Handout Contact details / health forms 
·  Discuss forthcoming camps and camps in 2012. 

 
 
 
 
 

41. 12th September, - Group Night at HQ  
Leaders present: 

Louise Slee, - Absent 
Steve Hanks,   
Marie Brimelow,  
Mark Collins, 
John Cummins, 
Paul Calleja-Gera, 

 
Scout basics with new scouts who have just moved up from Cubs, 
 
Mess tent which was brought back from harleem where it was going to be thrown 
away, erected in garden to check it out condition of it as at Harleem the original 
owners were going to bin it, so Shurdington brought it back. 
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42. 19th September, - Hike from Crickley hill  
First night back for new Autumn term 
 

Leaders present: 
Louise Slee, - Absent 
Steve Hanks,   
Marie Brimelow,  
Mark Collins, 
John Cummins, - Absent 
Paul Calleja-Gera, 
 

Start at 7.30pm at Crickley and walked back to HQ where Mark had started cooking 
sausages for hot dogs, a pleasant walk on a nice evening. 

 
At top of hill before setting off 

  

 
Back at HQ, Waiting for the Hot dogs ! 
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43. 23-25th September, - District camp @ Cheltenham 
college  
 
A weekend of activities for Cheltenham district scouts 
Leaders present: 

Marie Brimelow,  
Mark Collins, 
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Shurdington with Marie and Mark, At the Cheltenham district camp  
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44. 26th September, - Group Night at HQ  
Leaders present: 

Louise Slee,  
Steve Hanks,  - Absent 
Marie Brimelow,  
Mark Collins, 
John Cummins, 
Paul Calleja-Gera, 
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45. 4th October, - Swedish Jamboree themed night at HQ  
Leaders present: 

Louise Slee, - 
Steve Hanks,   
Marie Brimelow,  
Mark Collins, 
John Cummins, 
Paul Calleja-Gera, 
 

The evening opened with a short presentation by Louise on the world jamboree 
experience particularly with many scouts being suitable to apply for the next 
jamboree in Japan in 2015,  
 Then four bases were set with different activities, Swedish game of Kubb 
organised by Steve. Marie in the kitchen making Spaztle, Louise discussing the world 
membership and child abuse / labour. 
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46. 10th October, - Group AGM at HQ  
Leaders present: 

Louise Slee,  
Steve Hanks,   
Marie Brimelow,  
Mark Collins, 
John Cummins, 
Paul Calleja-Gera, 
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Good News for Shurdington Scouts     ! ! ! ! !  
Back in July, Steve Hanks applied to the Co-Op community fund for a grant, 

this community fund awards grants to organisations that support development of 
people within the community. Well the application form was duly submitted together 
with copies of other documentation such as bank statements, accounts and lists of 
committee members.  

The application was for £1985.00 to cover costs of new tents and cookers. As 
they say there was no harm in trying for the cost of a stamp we could have been 
successful or not ! 

Well today we heard that in fact we had been successful and will be receiving 
a cheque for £1985.00. So new tents for next year !! 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
47. 17th October, - Group Night @ HQ  

Leaders present: 
Louise Slee,  - Absent 
Steve Hanks,  - Absent 
Marie Brimelow,  - Absent 
Mark Collins, 
John Cummins, 
Paul Calleja-Gera, 

 
Shurdington Scouts joined up with Cheltenham explorers who where holding a 
Trading post evening at Shurdington HQ. 
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48. 30th October, - Halloween party night @ HQ  
Leaders present: 

Louise Slee,   
Marie Brimelow 
Paul Calleja-Gera, 
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49. 31st October, - Ghost walk around Prestbury village  
Leaders present: 

Louise Slee,  
Steve Hanks,  - Away 
Marie Brimelow,  
Mark Collins, 
John Cummins, 
Paul Calleja-Gera, 
 

 
 
 

- - - - - - - - - - + - - - - - - - - - - - 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

- - - - - - - - - - + - - - - - - - - - - - 
 
 

 
Available from this week, new Queens diamond jubilee badges.- - - - - - > 
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50. 7th  November – Remberence and Poppies at HQ  
Leaders present: 

Louise Slee,  
Steve Hanks,   
Marie Brimelow,  
Mark Collins, 
John Cummins, 
Paul Calleja-Gera, 

 
 
An evening of;  

Making poppies to decorate the large hall, for the remberence day service on 
Sunday.  

Finishing the later that had been made for the Sunday service, this involved 
square the poles together, even though it was screwed together we wanted to make 
it look like the scouts had made it. 

A short talk was also given on the loss of life of many civilian personnel during 
the two world wars and recent conflicts. 

 
The evening was finished with a learn about each other game, Everyone sat in 

a circle and a toilet roll was passed around then each scout took at least one piece of 
paper or as many pieces as they wanted. Then we went around the circle and each 
person had to say things about themselves, for each piece of paper they had to say a 
different thing about themselves to let the others know, such as I like …. 
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Following the receipt of a generous grant from the Midland Co-Op communities fund, 
which Steve Hanks applied for back in July for the purpose of purchasing new tents 
and equipment to enable us continue offering camps to as many young people as 
possible. An application was made for £1985.00, as the maximum you could apply 
for was £2000, well surprise surprise our application was successful and on 
11October we received an email confirming our successful application. 
 Below is a photo of our Scout members with the Cheque. 
 

 
 

 
 
Next stage is to purchase the tents. 
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Handout given out to Scouts, requesting help at the senior citizens Christmas party, 
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51. 13th November (Sunday) – Remembrance day service  
Leaders present: 

Louise Slee,    
Marie Brimelow,  
Mark Collins, 
John Cummins, 
Paul Calleja-Gera, 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Note given to Scouts:- 
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In Flanders Fields  
by John McCrae, May 1915 

 
 
 

In Flanders fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses, row on row, 

That mark our place; and in the sky 
The larks, still bravely singing, fly 

Scarce heard amid the guns below. 
We are the Dead. Short days ago 

We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 
Loved and were loved, and now we lie 

In Flanders fields. 
 

Take up our quarrel with the foe: 
To you from failing hands we throw 
The torch; be yours to hold it high. 

If ye break faith with us who die 
We shall not sleep, 

though poppies grow 
In Flanders fields.  
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52. 14th November – Camp fire / Cooking / Fire songs  
Leaders present: 

Louise Slee,  
Steve Hanks,   
Marie Brimelow,  
Mark Collins, 
John Cummins, 
Paul Calleja-Gera, 

 
A general evening of team camp games ending with some songs around the camp 
fire. 
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53. 21st November – FIRST AID – St.Johns  
Leaders present: 

Louise Slee,  
Steve Hanks, - Away 
Marie Brimelow, - Absent 
Mark Collins, - Absent 
John Cummins, 
Paul Calleja-Gera, 

 
 

54. 28th November – Stars & Night Navigation + Hot chocolate  
Leaders present: 

Louise Slee,  
Steve Hanks,   
Marie Brimelow,  
Mark Collins, 
John Cummins, 
Paul Calleja-Gera, 

 
Unfortunately due to the overcast sky this evening was changed form stars and 
navigation to some games and pioneering, together with practising Christmas chorals 
in readiness of the Elderly persons Christmas party on Sunday 4th December 
 
Games in Main Hall 
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And some pioneering practise 
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55. 4th December (Sunday ) - CHRISTMAS PARTY FOR SHURDINGTON RESIDENTS  
Leaders present: 

Louise Slee,  
Steve Hanks, 
Marie Brimelow,  
Mark Collins, 
John Cummins, 
Paul Calleja-Gera, 
Cubs leaders  
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Bingo prizes 
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56. 5th  December – Gingerbread houses – Grand Designs  
Leaders present: 

Louise Slee,  
Steve Hanks,   
Marie Brimelow,  
Mark Collins, 
John Cummins, 
Paul Calleja-Gera, 
 
 

Its that time of year again for the Scouts to build and decorate Christmas gingerbread 
houses, Well the building is normally done by the leaders as it involves hot sugar 
which is used as glue to stick pieces of gingerbread together, and then the Scouts 
decorate them with Icing sugar and sweets. 
 
 
Ginger bread houses assembled by Steve and Louise ready for the Scouts to 
decorate. 
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One of the decorated gingerbread houses. 
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Finished decorated Ginger bread houses. 
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The evening finished with a game around the Bollard 
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57. 12th December – Christmas Party & Games night  
Leaders present: 

Louise Slee,  
Steve Hanks,   
Marie Brimelow,  
Mark Collins, 
John Cummins, 
Paul Calleja-Gera, 

 
 
A social evening a various games, finishing with sharing party nibbles that they had 
brought along. 
 
A short quiz was held with topical Christmas questions, 
 
Crate races 
 
Rope swinging. 
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58. 17th December – NO SCOUTS - leaders meal  
Leaders present: 

Louise Slee,  
Steve Hanks,   
Marie Brimelow,  
Mark Collins, 
John Cummins, 
Paul Calleja-Gera, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Scouts restarts 9th January 2012 ! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


